A Food Policy for Canada
Proposed by the Canadian Community Economic Development Network

Countries such as Scotland, Finland and the United States have recently developed national food policies and frameworks. In the last year the US Department of Agriculture has designed specific funding programs to develop local and regional food systems, support interstate commerce and assist new agricultural co-operatives. We believe that Canada should have a national food policy as well.
More and more Canadians are concerned about the food they eat and have organized with others to influence the food they buy and eat. This has resulted in an explosion of food-oriented organizations, businesses, and networks in Canada, ranging from local food events, farmers markets, food security groups, retail stores, community shared agriculture, and institutional procurement programs.  Many new businesses have been formed using both traditional and alternative models - individual producers, companies, co-operatives, land trusts, eco-villages, and non-profit social enterprises.  Most of these activities are planned and carried out at the neighbourhood, city, or regional level.  The benefits of relocalized food systems include reduced carbon emissions, diversified local economies and employment creation.  
This voluntary action of citizens at the grass roots level needs the support and encouragement of the federal government in the form of a comprehensive national policy on food, accompanied by new or revised regulations, programs, and coordination activities. 

Currently there is no comprehensive federal policy on domestic food and no one department or agency with the responsibility to coordinate the many federal departments and agencies that impact food production and distribution. 

While we acknowledge the split jurisdiction and influence over our domestic food supply between federal, provincial and municipal governments, we know that federal departments wield a heavy influence. Some of these departments are Agriculture and Agri-food Canada, CFIA, Health Canada, the Public Health Agency of Canada, Industry Canada, Environment Canada, Fisheries and Oceans, and the regional development agencies.

The Canadian Community Economic Development Network urges the federal government and opposition parties to commit to an integrated national domestic food policy that ensures Canada:

1. Grows, processes, and distributes the maximum amount of food eaten by Canadians

2. Creates nutritious food that enables Canadians to be healthy  and prevent disease  

3. Grows and processes food in a way that maximizes jobs, supports all sizes of businesses, and allows for the sustainable livelihoods of food providers

4. Reduces our environment footprint and contributes to solutions for global warming

5. Has a secure food supply in case of disaster, global food wars, and other emergencies. 

6. Has an equitable distribution and access to nutritious food by people living in all parts of Canada

7. Nurtures its food-oriented workers and farmers through training and skill development and maintenance of existing knowledge and skills 

8. Has well-informed youth and adults about food related matters    

We urge the federal government to create a Ministry of Food or an alternative government structure such as a secretariat to oversee the coordination of programs and services to implement this broad domestic food policy. Its role should involve coordination with provincial and territorial governments as well as regular consultations with key stakeholders in our national food system. It is important that the community-based food movement be considered an important stakeholder and actor in shaping Canada’s evolving food system.   

During the 2007 consultations on a new national agricultural policy framework, CCEDNet undertook research and consultations and documented many issues that impinge on the community’s ability to regenerate better food systems at the local level.  Some of the barriers evolve from a strong federal emphasis on large agri-business and export-led commodity production, while others are caused by a reaction to food safety concerns or lack of commitment to small scale-food production. These serious issues must be resolved in order for Canadians to have a healthy, profitable and nurturing domestic food system. 

Implementation of this new domestic food policy should build on and encourage Canadians to continue their community-based local food initiatives.  Suggestions for possible measures to do that are: 

· Funding to support the development of community-based food initiatives, such as the US Department of Agriculture’s Community Food Projects Competitive Grants Program

· Funding for the networking and education of local food initiatives in Canada to share knowledge, learning and strategies

· Identification and resolution of government regulations (federal, provincial and municipal) that act as barriers to the development of local food initiatives.

· The provision for access to capital such as a federal tax credit program similar to Quebec’s Co-op Investment Plan that rewards members of agricultural co-ops who invest in their co-ops.

· Supporting aboriginal populations to develop local and indigenous food supplies 

· Encouragement and support for community organizations that seek to create dignified work for their members who face labour force barriers to become involved with agriculture and food initiatives.

Food is a basic need for all Canadians and is a vitally important issue which impacts on many aspects of Canadian life - health, business, environment, culture and community.  A national food policy with its attendant programs and activities will lead to a more healthy and sustainable food supply in Canada as well as stronger communities.   
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The Canadian Community Economic Development Network is a member led organization committed to strengthening communities by creating economic opportunities that improve environmental and social conditions. We bring over 400 organizations and practitioners together to share knowledge and build a collective voice for community economic development. Our members are part of a movement creating community-based solutions to local and global challenges.  The Network can be contacted through our website http://www.ccednet-rcdec.ca or at our national office:  #510, 350 Sparks St, Ottawa, ON K1R 7S8. Tel. 613-598-0078. info@ccednet-rcdec.ca
This brief was developed by the Food Policy Working Group of the CCEDNet National Policy Council.  For more information, contact Paul Cabaj, Phil Ferraro or Lynne Markell.
Oct 13, 2009

